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flags presented by the municipalities of Paris, Verdun, Nancy
and Belfort.
The First Regiment of this Polish Army was sent to the front,
and greatly distinguished itself on July 15 when Germany launched
an offensive in Champagne.
RECOGNIZED BY THE ALLIES
When Dmowski went to the United States, where he joined
hands with Paderewski, work in Paris was continued by Zamoy-
ski, acting chairman of the National Committee, who on Septem-
ber 28 signed an agreement with the French Government which
stipulated, among other things, that the Polish ^rmed forces
formed an autonomous, allied and belligerent army, under the
supreme political authority of the Polish National Committee,
and with a Commander-in-Chief nominated by that Committee.
General Haller was given the post. On October n Balfour recog-
nized the Polish Army as autonomous, allied and co-belligerent
in a letter addressed to Sobanski, delegate of the Committee in
London. Sonnino, Italian Foreign Minister, informed Skirmunt,
delegate of the Committee at Rome, that the Italian Government
recognized the Polish troops fighting on the side of the Allies as
autonomous, allied and belligerent. Lansing, American Secretary
of State, wrote to the same effect to Dmowski, then in Washing-
ton. This fourfold recognition enabled Poland to take part in the
Paris Peace Conference as an allied and belligerent Power. Tre-
mendous propaganda work for Poland had been done in 1917-18
in England and America. In October 1917 Great Britain had
recognized as an official Polish organization the branch in London
of the National Committee, with Sobanski as its head. To some
extent its activities clashed with those of Zaleski's organization,
but both groups had the support of distinguished English people.
REGENCY COUNCIL PROCLAIMS POLISH INDEPENDENCE
During August and September 1918 the Government of the
Kingdom of Poland was thrown into a severe crisis by attempts
made to commit the Kingdom to the German solution of the
Polish Question. On August 31 the Steczkowski Ministry re-